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Summary 
of 2020

Chapter 01
Terrorism Analysis Platform analyzed 
the key terror-related events during 2020 
and explained the main trends related to 
the PKK terrorism in chapter two and the 
DAESH terrorism in chapter three. The TAP 
researchers highlight that:
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Regarding the PKK;  

• The number of the PKK attacks targeting Tur-
key is gradually decreasing while the terrorist 
group has begun to target Northern Iraq re-
viving the long-simmering tensions between 
the KDP and the PKK. 

• While there is no slight difference in targe-
ting civilians compared to the previous year, 
a significant distinction is observable in PKK’s 
tendency to targeting tactical and operational 
military units. 

• Turkey’s ongoing ink-spot strategy for subdu-
ing the territories under the PKK influence in 
Northern Iraq has facilitated to enlarge of Tur-
key’s area of operation in that region. 

• The PKK’s recruitment and mobilization in 
Turkey drastically decrease in contrast to the 
previous year.
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Regarding DAESH; 

• As of January 2017, DAESH has not commit-
ted any terrorist attack on Turkish soil. Howe-
ver, DAESH is still posing an active terrorism 
threat in Turkey since Syria and Iraq are the 
main territorial orientation of DAESH’s deadly 
terrorist attacks. 

• Both in Syria and Iraq, the rate of armed reacti-
on by DAESH increased gradually to revitalize 
the organizational structure in those countries. 
Turkey has also been affected by DAESH in th-
ree ways which are the terror group’s active 
network in Turkey, DAESH-related FTFs and 
their mobilization, and infiltration attempts, as 
well. 

• Turkish security forces have carried out nume-
rous operations against the terrorist organiza-
tion’s cell houses, financial networks and alle-
ged “senior leaders” in Turkey.



PKK

Chapter 02
“Irked by the Sinjar accords, the PKK heated 
up the tension in Northern Iraq that revived 
the ghost of fratricide war among the 
Kurdish factions.”
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As in the previous year, neutralizing perils emana-
ting from the outlawed PKK attacks was one of 
the prominent issues holding the attention of the 

Turkish security forces. A series of operations such as 
“Kapan, Yildirim and Pençe” in the region turned up the 
pressure on the PKK whose presence in border areas 
and collaboration with Iran-linked armed groups con-
tinue to be a concern for both Turkey, the Iraqi central 
government and the KRG. On the flip side, irked by the 
Sinjar accords, the PKK heated the tensions in Northern 
Iraq that revived the ghost of fratricide war among the 
Kurdish factions. 

Terrorist Incidents 

The number of the PKK attacks in Turkey and Northern 
Iraq has reached 60 (34 of which on Turkish soil) throu-
ghout the year while 90 attacks (87 of which on Turkish 
soil) committed by the PKK were recorded in 2019.1 Most 
of the attacks occurred in July, immediately after Turkey 
conducted Operation Claw-Eagle and Claw-Tiger, as a re-
taliatory terrorist act against Turkish security forces. 

Figure 1: Number of PKK Attacks in Turkey  
and Northern Iraq in 2020

1 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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New ways of airstrikes launched in mid-July by Turkish 
security forces by which the areas of Avasin Basyan, 
Haqurq, Sinjar, Karacak, Qandil, and Zap, located in nort-
hern Iraq and long been used as a training ground and 
foreign hideout for the PKK terrorists, were encircled. 
Squeezed in Turkey and feeling the pressure by intense 
counter-terrorism operations, the PKK has turned its at-
tention to Northern Iraq lately, seeking a popular base for 
itself. 

Drawing the conflict with Turkey to the south has resul-
ted in a tactical miscalculation for the outlawed group.  
It is widely known that the PKK relies on the support of 
local communities to compensate for the superiority of 
its adversaries. However, the PKK’s interaction with lo-
cal Kurds in Northern Iraq causing friction and tensions 
among the various Kurdish factions is prompting the de-
epening commitment between Turkey, Iraq and the KRG 
to countering PKK-related terrorism.2 

Figure 2: Northern Iraq Situation Map 

2 “What to know about tensions between Iraq’s KRG and PKK”, TRT World, November 2, 2020, https://www.trtwor-
ld.com/magazine/what-to-know-about-tensions-between-iraq-s-krg-and-pkk-41104 ; “PKK terror now targets Iraqi 
Kurds”, Daily Sabah, December 19, 2020, https://www.dailysabah.com/opinion/columns/pkk-terror-now-targets-
iraqi-kurds 

https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/what-to-know-about-tensions-between-iraq-s-krg-and-pkk-41104
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/what-to-know-about-tensions-between-iraq-s-krg-and-pkk-41104
https://www.dailysabah.com/opinion/columns/pkk-terror-now-targets-iraqi-kurds
https://www.dailysabah.com/opinion/columns/pkk-terror-now-targets-iraqi-kurds
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Trends in Terrorism 

In 2020, due to most of the PKK attacks occurred as ar-
med clashes between Turkish security forces and the 
PKK terrorists in rural areas, most of the casualties were 
either tactical/operational military units or village guar-
ds. However, owing to Turkey’s pre-emptive efforts and 
eagerness to decry the PKK’s presence in Turkey, the 
number of casualties is minimized. So that, the number 
of total casualties fell from 117 to 62 diminishing half-
and-half, although, Turkey’s operational tempo maintai-
ned its frequency and intensity stably.  

Figure 3: Number of Security Forces’ Casualties  
by PKK Attacks in 2020

Following armed clashes at 43% rate, arsons at 13%, and 
harassing fire at 11% rates were the main attack types 
committed by the PKK. Comparingly, in 2019, arsons 
at 56%, IED attacks 14% and harassing fire at 8% rates 
were dominant attack types committed by the PKK. 3 
While arson attacks substantially declined, armed clas-
hes between the PKK terrorists and Turkish security for-

3 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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ces increased. This situation was primarily driven by the 
PKK’s intention to revitalize the intensity of the conflict 
from a low to a balanced level in 2020, immediately after 
young cadres of the terrorist organization activated by 
targeting natural resources in 2019.  

Figure 4: Comparative Assessment of Types of PKK Attacks in 2020

Following tactical and operational military units at 46% 
rate, the second group of the PKK’s targets is consisting 
of private enterprises at 11%, civilian/social spheres at 
10%, and lately, Peshmerga forces at 10% rates were ad-
ded to the PKK’s target list because of long-simmering 
tensions between the KRG and the PKK.4 In contrast, in 
2019, natural resources at 53% rate, tactical and operati-
4 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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onal military units at 18% and civilians at 10% rates were 
targeted by the organization.5 While there is no slight dif-
ference in targeting civilians, a significant distinction is 
observable in PKK’s tendency to targeting tactical and 
operational military units from 18% up to 46%.  Again, 
these rates were mainly related to the aforementioned 
revitalization attempt of the PKK due to the severely 
crippled mobilization of the organization in Turkey. As of 
2020, it can be said that in planning and executing atta-
cks, the young cadres were replaced by the experienced 
mountain cadres aiming to increase the lethal impact of 
the attacks. 

Figure 5: Comparative Assessment of PKK’s Attack  
Target Types in 2020

5 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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Landscape of Terrorism 

Being deprived of sufficient militants and equipment, 
and seeking a popular base for itself, the PKK has swit-
ched the theatre of war from Turkish to Iraqi soil, recent-
ly. Therefore, most of the attacks occurred in Turkey’s 
border areas and Northern Iraq resulting in the KDP’s 
dispatch of special forces and commando units to cut 
off the link between PKK’s strongholds in Amedi, Qandil 
and Sinjar. Distracted by the specter of fratricide war and 
determined to preserve its foothold in Northern Iraq, the 
PKK has shifted its attack landscape from Turkey to Iraq. 
For this reason, the PKK’s attack frequency in Turkey fell 
from 87 to 34, recently. 

Figure 6: PKK Attacks in 2020

As a result of armed clashes between Turkish security 
forces and the PKK terrorists in rural areas, most of the 
casualties were either tactical/operational military units 
or village guards. Lately, attacks targeting Peshmerga 
forces were added to the PKK’s target list because of 
long-simmering tensions between the KRG and the PKK. 
Therefore, it can be said that the PKK’s attack landscape 
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has covered the territory surrounding Turkey’s operatio-
nal areas and Peshmerga’s recent deployment areas.  

Figure 7: Casualties by PKK Attacks in 2020

Counter-terrorism Operations 

A total of 1208 counter-terrorism operations were con-
ducted by Turkish security forces throughout the year, 
keeping the pace stable compared to the previous year.6 

Regarding the domestic counter-terrorism operations, 
after the Kiran Operations were successfully completed, 
the “Kapan-1 Bagok” operation was initiated by the Mar-
din Gendarmerie Command.7 In March, “Kapan-8 Ağrı 
Mountain-Çemçe-Madur” operation was started in Ağrı, 
Kars and Iğdır.8

Moreover, within the scope of the “Yıldırım” Operations, 
which was launched on 13 July 2020 to eliminate ter-
rorism, a total of 148 terrorists have been neutralized, 
77 collaborators have been caught, 455 caves, shelters 

6 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
7 “Mardin’de ‘KAPAN-1 BAGOK’ operasyonu başlatıldı”, Anadolu Agency, January 11, 2020, https://www.aa.com.tr/
tr/turkiye/mardinde-kapan-1-bagok-operasyonu-baslatildi/1699372 
8 “Son dakika haberler: Bakanlık açıkladı! Kapan-8 operasyonu başladı”, Hurriyet, March 13, 2020, https://www.
hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/son-dakika-haberler-bakanlik-acikladi-kapan-8-operasyonu-basladi-41467989

https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/mardinde-kapan-1-bagok-operasyonu-baslatildi/1699372
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/mardinde-kapan-1-bagok-operasyonu-baslatildi/1699372
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/son-dakika-haberler-bakanlik-acikladi-kapan-8-operasyonu-basladi-41467989
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/son-dakika-haberler-bakanlik-acikladi-kapan-8-operasyonu-basladi-41467989
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and warehouses have been destroyed, and many wea-
pons-ammunitions, food and living materials have been 
seized.9

Concerning the cross-border operations, within the sco-
pe of Claw-Eagle and Claw-Tiger operations, air opera-
tions were carried out against the terrorist positions in 
Avasin Basyan, Haqurq, Sinjar, Karacak, Qandil, and Zap 
regions, located in Northern Iraq and used as a base by 
terrorists, to prevent the increasing harassment and at-
tack attempts of the PKK towards the Turkish Armed 
Forces (TAF). Furthermore, commando units supported 
by the air force, fire support units, ATAK helicopters, and 
UAVs have been deployed in Haftanin by an air raid.10

Figure 8: Comparative Assessment of PKK Attacks vs. Turkey’s  
Counter-Terrorism Operations in 2020

9 “İçişleri Bakanlığı Sözcüsü Çataklı: Yıldırım operasyonlarında 148 terörist etkisiz hale getirildi”, Anadolu Agen-
cy, December 4, 2020,  https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/icisleri-bakanligi-sozcusu-catakli-yildirim-operasyonlarin-
da-148-terorist-etkisiz-hale-getirildi/2065367 
10 “Pençe-Kartal Operasyonu başladı”, TRT News, June 15, 2020, https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/pen-
ce-kartal-operasyonu-basladi-492704.html ; “Son dakika! Pençe-Kaplan Operasyonu başladı”, Haberturk, June 17, 
2020, https://www.haberturk.com/son-dakika-pence-kaplan-operasyonu-basladi-2714874 

https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/icisleri-bakanligi-sozcusu-catakli-yildirim-operasyonlarinda-148-terorist-etkisiz-hale-getirildi/2065367
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/icisleri-bakanligi-sozcusu-catakli-yildirim-operasyonlarinda-148-terorist-etkisiz-hale-getirildi/2065367
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/pence-kartal-operasyonu-basladi-492704.html
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/pence-kartal-operasyonu-basladi-492704.html
https://www.haberturk.com/son-dakika-pence-kaplan-operasyonu-basladi-2714874
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As a result of all aforementioned operations, a total 
of 928 terrorists were neutralized by the Turkish se-
curity forces, while 223 members of the organization 
escaped from the PKK terrorist organization and sur-
rendered to Turkish security forces which reveals the 
success of the persuasion efforts.11 42.7% of the ope-
rations were conducted as domestic counter-terro-
rism operations in rural areas and 23.2% of the opera-
tions were air operations demonstrating Turkey’s ability 
to chase and conduct operations in remote areas. 12 

 
 

Figure 9: Outcome of Turkey’s Counter-Terrorism Operations against 
PKK in 2020

11 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
12 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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Figure 10: Types of Turkey’s Counter-Terrorism Operations 
against PKK in 2020

Figure 11: Target Types of Turkey’s Counter-Terrorism Operations  
against PKK in 2020
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Operations targeting the leader cadre of the terrorist or-
ganization-covering 4% of the total operations- is anot-
her pivotal issue in terms of crippling the organizational 
structure of the PKK. While in 2019, 35 operations were 
conducted, during 2020, 54 operations targeting the 
group leaders were conducted by the Turkish security 
forces. Increasing the operation frequency compared to 
the previous year, more than 65 group leaders were eli-
minated by the security forces throughout the year. 26%, 
22% and 20% of the operations were conducted in order 
of domestic operations, joint and special forces opera-
tions and UCAV/UAV supported operations, whereas in 
2019, 45%, 14% and 14% of the operations were conduc-
ted in order of domestic operations, joint and special for-
ces operations and UCAV/UAV supported operations. In 
fact, in eliminating group leaders, UCAV/UAV supported 
operations, air-supported operations, UCAV operations 
and air operations were conducted in an amount of 42% 
of the total operations. However, there is an incremen-
tal fall in air operations directly conducted by combat 
aircraft reducing from 11% to 1% than the previous year. 
This highlights that Turkey is swapping fighter jets for 
UCAVs which have turned into primary strike assets in 
eliminating the group leaders, recently.
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Op. # Area of Operation Type of Operation Target of Operation

1 Iraq - Sinjar Mountains Joint & Special Operation Unknown 

2 Iraq - Qandil Mountains Air Operation Unknown

3 Erzurum - Karayazı Domestic Operation Ömer Oran

4 Iraq - Sinjar Mountains Joint & Special Operation Unknown

5 Şırnak - Habur Bordergate Surrender Duygu Karayel

6 Qandil Mountains Joint & Special Operation Nazife Bilen

7 Iraq - Zap Joint & Special Operation Fadıl Ekinci

8 Muş - Varto Domestic Operation Mahmut Okay

9 Sweden Joint & Special Operation Resul Özdemir

10 Kars - Kağızman Air Supported Operation
Adnan Avşar, Ercan Tutar, Hamit 

Ecer

11 Tunceli - Ovacık Domestic Operation Mehmet Fatih Demir

12 Ağrı - Doğubeyazıt Domestic Operation Özer İnce
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13 Diyarbakır - Lice Domestic Operation Tarık Kar

14 Iraq- Qandil Mountains
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
İsmail Nazlıkaya

15 Bitlis - Sehi Forests 
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
Adem Çelebi, Veysel Kaya

16 Tunceli - Ovacık Domestic Operation Sadık Akmaz

17 Elazığ - Arıcak Domestic Operation Salih Ekinci, İzzet Yiğit

18 Siirt – Eruh - Görendoruk
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation

Esma Afşar, Ferit Danışman, 

İsmail Duman

19 Diyarbakır - Lice Joint & Special Operation Ekrem İptaş

20 Siirt - Eruh Domestic Operation Basri Cin

21 Şırnak - Silopi Joint & Special Operation Sabri Dal

22 Syria - Ghasaniyeh(Helince)

Operation by Unmanned 

Combat Aerial Vehicle 

(UCAV)

Filiz Arslan, Zehra Barkal, Emine 

Veysi, Mizgin Halil

23 Tunceli - Ovacık Air Supported Operation Osman İşleyen, Yahya Atmaca

24 Hakkari - Çukurca Domestic Operation Unknown

25 Tunceli - Ovacık Air Supported Operation Ferhat Ateş
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26 Erzurum - Şenkaya Joint & Special Operation Halis Eroğlu

27 Erzurum - Şenkaya Joint & Special Operation Ender Yalçın, Adem Çallar

28 Diyarbakır - Yenişehir Surrender Dalya Mahmut Yıldırım

29 Şırnak - Küpeli(Gabar) Dağı Joint & Special Operation Seyithan Acay

30 Van - Çatak Domestic Operation Belyan Bozyiğit

31 Iraq - Haqurq

Operation by Unmanned 

Combat Aerial Vehicle 

(UCAV)

Murat Kalko

32 Bitlis Air Supported Operation Sultan Oruç

33 Hatay - Nur( Amanos) Dağları Air Supported Operation
Cihan Erbaş, Serhat Akyul, Şefik 

Körman

34 Kars - Kağızman Joint & Special Operation
Banazir Yılmaz, Muhammet 

Taşçı, Mehmet Emin Delen

35 Bitlis - Sehi Forests 
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
Özlem Atsak, Rıdvan Eryılmaz

36 Van – Çatak - Andiçen
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
Vahiyettin Karay

37 Hakkari - Yüksekova Domestic Operation Eyyüp Alper
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38 Iğdır
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
Halis Erdoğan

39 Hatay - Nur (Amanos) Mounts 
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation

Şefik Körman, Cihan Erbaş, 

Serhat Akyul 

40 Amasya
Law Enforcement 

Operation (Seizure)
Ahmet Herdem

41 Edirne Domestic Operation Gürkan Düz

42
Şırnak – Beytüşşebap - Kato 

Mount 

UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
Nurgül Duran

43 Diyarbakır - Lice Air Supported Operation Müzeyyen Aydınlı

44 Iraq – Sinjar Mountains
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
Fuat Zengin

45 Şırnak – Silopi - Cudi Mount Air Supported Operation Mehmet Nuri Husidur

46 Hatay Air Supported Operation Hüseyin Acar

47 Hatay - Nur (Amanos) Mounts Domestic Operation Yoldaş Selim Çelik

48 Iraq - Metina Joint & Special Operation Ferhat Tekiner

49 Iraq – Sinjar Mountains
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
İrfan Akcan



Report | February 2021

24

50 Muş – Varto - Güzelkent Domestic Operation Unknown

51 Tunceli - Aphonos Valley Air Supported Operation Ismail Sürgeç

52 Mardin - Dargeçit Air Supported Operation M.O.

53 Iraq - Avaşin/Basyan
UCAV/UAV Supported 

Operation
Hizret Çalkın

54 Şanlıurfa - Ceylanpınar
Law Enforcement 

Operation (Seizure)
M.Ş.K

 
Table 1: Turkey’s Counter-terrorism Operations Targeting  

Group Leaders in 2020

Landscape of Counter-terrorism 

Recently, Turkey has expanded its area of operation. 
The KRG and the Iraqi central authority’s commitment 
to decry the PKK’s presence especially after the Sinjar 
accords, and the KRG’s offensive aiming to destabilize 
the PKK by military deployments at Gare and Zine War-
te strategic routes may have facilitated Turkey’s military 
operations in the region and Turkey’s advance from Haf-
tanin to Metina. Without a doubt, Turkish UCAV operati-
ons considerably curbed the PKK’s movement and logis-
tical line of support, as well. Therefore, it can be said that 
the PKK may diminish its attack frequency further in the 
next term because of not being able to repel the military 
pressure from that mentioned axis.
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Figure 12: Turkey’s Counter-Terrorism Operations  
against PKK in 2020

Figure 13: Outcome of Turkey’s Counter-Terrorism  
Operations against PKK in 2020



DAESH

Chapter 03
“Since Syria and Iraq are the main territorial 
orientation of DAESH’s deadly terrorist 
attacks, Turkey’s threat landscape is heavily 
shaped by DAESH’s activities.”
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As of January 2017, DAESH has not committed any 
terrorist attack on Turkish soil since Turkey has 

been decisively conducted counter-terrorism operations 
against DAESH’s sleeper cells and its affiliates. However, 
the terrorist organization continued to target Turkey rhe-
torically in its virtual operation platform and attempted 
to infiltrate Turkey’s operational areas in Northern Syria. 

In addition to its counterterrorism operations, Turkey 
also regularly shares intelligence and information with 
its counterparts in the fight against DAESH. The intelli-
gence cooperation between Turkey and partners of the 
anti-DAESH coalition is particularly important to deal 
with the issue of foreign terrorist fighters (FTFs). 2020 
TAP Terrorism Index underlines that DAESH is still po-
sing an active terrorism threat in Turkey. Since Syria and 
Iraq are the main territorial orientation of DAESH’s dead-
ly terrorist attacks, Turkey’s threat landscape is heavily 
shaped by DEASH’s activities.  

Terrorist Incidents

One of the most important dynamics of Turkey’s thre-
at landscape is the DAESH’s activities in Syria and Iraq. 
Because of completely diminished attack frequency on 
Turkish soil, the members of the DAESH have attempted 
to infiltrate in “safe zones” under the Turkish back SNA 
(Syrian National Army) control. The main objective of 
the activities of  DAESH is to revitalize the organizational 
structure in Syria and Iraq. 

Besides, throughout 2020, DAESH has conducted ter-
rorist attacks diminishing from 746 to 266 in Syria and 
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1375 to 952 in Iraq compared to 2019, as part of its re-
surgence strategy.13 During the year, DAESH attacks inc-
reased gradually, especially after March and reached a 
peak in May. After August, its attack tempo decreased 
again falling from 141 to 84.14 

Figure 14: DAESH Attacks in Iraq and Syria in 2020

The frequency of those terrorist attacks conducted by 
DAESH diminished sharply owing to the short-term un-
certainty in the leadership structure of the terrorist orga-
nization immediately after the neutralization of Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi in October 2019 in Idlib.15 Moreover, DAESH 
directed its focus from Syria to Iraq, mainly to the areas 
covering Kirkuk-Salahaddin line in 2020. In Syria, it ma-
intained its attacks in Deir ez-Zur-Hama-Raqqa- Homs 
regions while recently increased its attack tempo in the 
east side of Euphrates controlled by the PKK/PYD. 

13 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
14 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
15 “Bağdadi’nin öldürüldüğü iddia edilen operasyon 4 saat sürdü”, Anadolu Agency, 27 October 2019.
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Figure 15: DAESH Attacks in Iraq and Syria in 2020

While the casualty rate in Syria remained approximately 
at the same level, in Iraq total casualties decreased from 
4533 to 1799.16  The deadly impact of DAESH terrorism 
has been curbed significantly marking the efficiency of 
the counter operations and measures performed in Iraq.

Figure 16: Total Casualties Resulted from DAESH Attacks in 2020

16 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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Trends in Terrorism 

As part of its new terrorist campaign in Syria and Iraq, 
DAESH’s modus operandi has different dimensions. Ra-
ids perpetrated by DAESH increased significantly in Iraq 
from 11% to 28% in 2020 while IED attacks fell from 37% 
to 17% showing DAESH’s eagerness to shock and surp-
rise its adversaries by using intimidation tactics. Com-
paringly, the rate of armed reaction by DAESH increased 
gradually up to 13% owing to protecting its manpower 
intact.17 

On the other hand, in Syria, DAESH resorted to irregu-
lar tactics like assassination, IED attack and ambush in 
2019, in the consecutive year, armed reaction increased 
sharply from 2% to %34 referring to the rise in DAESH’s 
military engagement with tactical and operational mili-
tary units from 5% up to 36%.18

Figure 17: DAESH’s Attack Types in 2020 in Syria and Iraq 

17 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
18 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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In Iraq, DAESH targeted other non-state armed actors 
with 30%, tactical and operational military units with 
28% and civilians with 14% rates, respectively, resulting 
in no change compared with the previous year. Oppo-
sitely, in Syria, while DAESH targeted non-state armed 
actors with 84%, tactical and operational military units 
with 5% and civilians with 4% in 2019, the terrorist orga-
nization targeted non-state armed actors with 37%, tac-
tical and operational military units with 36% and civilians 
with 19% in 2020.19 In other words, inter-group clashes 
among non-state armed groups in Syria diminished cru-
cially whereas the armed conflict between DAESH and 
tactical/operational military units increased remarkably.  

Figure 18: DAESH’s Attack Target Types in 2020 in Syria and Iraq 

19 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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Landscape of Terrorism

DAESH continued to be the deadliest terrorist organiza-
tion both in Iraq and Syria during 2019 and 2020. Tur-
key has also affected by DAESH in three ways which are 
the terror group’s active network in Turkey, DAESH-rela-
ted FTFs and their mobilization and infiltration attempts 
while terrorist actions in the aforementioned countries 
remain to be dominated by the organization. 

Figure 19: DAESH Attacks by Security Environment in  
Syria and Iraq in 2020

Due to the use of technological developments (especially 
drones for gathering intelligence and hunting terrorists) 
within the scope of combating terrorism in city centers, 
DAESH shifted its attacks to rural areas in 2020. There-
fore, the mortality rate in rural areas is also higher.
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Figure 20: Casualties of DAESH Attacks in Syria and Iraq in 2020

Counter-terrorism Operations

Turkey’s domestic counter-terrorism strategy is ba-
sed on preventing terrorist attacks perpetrated by DA-
ESH, containing FTFs mobilization and impeding local 
networks to reorganize themselves via clandestine cells, 
including countermeasures of financing terrorism. Du-
ring 2020, police teams carried out numerous operations 
against the terrorist organization’s cell houses, financial 
networks and alleged “senior leaders” in Turkey. As a re-
sult of the operations, many potential terrorist actions 
were prevented during the preparation phase. Within the 
scope of the operations, DAESH suspects were detained 
and a significant amount of equipment and ammunition 
were seized. 
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Notable leaders and high-profile operatives of DAESH 
were also among the targets of Turkey’s operations. For 
example, Turkey’s alleged amir of DAESH Mahmut Öz-
den, who also gave the instructions to attack Hagia Sop-
hia, was arrested by an operation on August 20th condu-
cted in Adana. 20 Also, in the first week of December, the 
terrorist, code-named “Ebu Haris”, who was identified 
with a person linked to the terrorist attack carried out in 
Austria was arrested with the operation in İzmir.21 In the 
last month of the year, 347 suspects were detained, and 
34 terrorists were arrested by the security forces.  Thus, 
the disintegration of the organization in Turkey was ac-
celerated.

The last two years of Turkey’s CT operations against  
DAESH also provide significant patterns. In 2019, Tur-
kish security forces conducted 200 counter-terrorism 
operations, 95% of which were law enforcement opera-
tions targeting tactical and operational terror elements 
with 81% and terror cells with 12%. In 2020, Turkish se-
curity forces conducted 165 counter-terrorism operati-
ons, 88% of which were law enforcement operations tar-
geting tactical and operational terror elements with 77%, 
auxiliary terror elements with 9% and terror cells with 6%, 
remarking a slight difference from the previous year.22 

20 “Mahmut Özden yakalandı DEAŞ çözüldü”, Sabah, 30 November 2020; “Mahmut Özden yakalandı DEAŞ çözül-
dü”, Habertürk, 30 November 2020.
21 “Terör örgütü DEAŞ’a ağır darbe vuruldu”, TRT Haber, 1 January 2021.
22 Terrorism Analysis Platform, December 2020, retrieved from www.tap-data.com
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Figure 21: Number of Operations Conducted by  
Turkey against DAESH in 2020

Landscape of Counter-terrorism 

Turkey’s counter-terrorism operations against DAESH 
mostly concentrated in the cities of Istanbul, Ankara, 
Adana/Kayseri/Samsun with the operation numbers in 
order of 22, 17, 14 in 2020 as in the previous year. The 
most obvious reason for the high number of operations 
in the aforementioned regions is the high presence of 
DAESH’s radical networks in those cities.

Figure 22: Number of Operations Conducted by 
Turkey against DAESH in 2020



General  
Assessment

Chapter 04
“Turkey’s counter-terrorism strategy has 
evolved around the pillars of preventing 
infiltration attempts and mobilization, 
curbing the logistical line of support and 
fragmenting the manpower of the terrorist 
organizations.” 
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Although the PKK’s attack intensity in Turkey has re-
duced, the armed clashes between Turkish security 

forces and the PKK have increased gradually due to the 
accelerated operational momentum of TAF. Moreover, 
the fatality rate of the PKK attacks has diminished al-
most half-and-half since the operations have driven the 
PKK out of Turkey. The ongoing pre-emptive strategy and 
the military pressure have damaged the PKK’s resilience, 
severely. Therefore, the PKK has been pushed to adopt 
new tactics and techniques for force consolidation and 
shifted its attack landscape from Turkey to Iraq. Further-
more, the KRG’s military deployments to strategic areas 
have served to isolate the PKK’s enclaves and separated 
the logistical line of support between the Syrian border 
and the Iraqi border areas making the freedom of mo-
vement impossible. Even though DAESH has not been 
enduring violent attacks on Turkish soil for about three 
years, it still has the ability to operate by reactivating its 
clandestine cells and terrorist networks in the country. 
Besides, in recent years, it has gained more ground and 
operational capability in Syria and Iraq through expan-
ding its area of operation and further escalating violence 
in those countries. Syria and Iraq also serve as rear ba-
ses to sustain DAESH’s deadly attacks on Turkey. Thus, 
underestimating DAESH’s presence in Syria and Iraq 
may result in the resurgence of the terrorist organizati-
on filling the power vacuum due to the incompetency to 
deter it.  
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TAP Terrorism index underlines that as part of its resur-
gence strategy, DAESH has gained more ground by in-
tensely targeting non-state armed actors and tactical/
operational military units in Syria and Iraq, lately. Where-
as distracted by the specter of fratricide war and deter-
mined to preserve its foothold in Northern Iraq, the PKK 
has shifted its attack landscape from Turkey to Iraq.  

Finally, Turkey’s counter-terrorism strategy has evolved 
around the pillars of preventing infiltration attempts and 
mobilization, curbing the logistical line of support and 
fragmenting the manpower of the terrorist organizati-
ons.  
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